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In Windows 11, virtual desktops are just a click away. To get started with them, click the Task View button 
in your taskbar, which looks like a square overlapping another. Or you can press Windows+Tab on your 
keyboard. 

 

(If you don’t see the Task View button in your taskbar, right click the taskbar and select “Taskbar Settings,” 
then flip the switch beside “Task View” to the “On” position.) 

Once you open Task View, you’ll see a special screen shows all of your open app windows in one area near 
the top (if you have any open). You’ll also see a row of virtual desktop thumbnails in a bar that stretches 
across the lower portion of the screen. 

To add a new virtual desktop, click the “New Desktop” button with a plus sign (“+”) on it. Or you can press 
Windows+Ctrl+D on your keyboard. 

 

A new desktop (numbered sequentially higher, such as “Desktop 2”) will appear in the list. To switch to it, 
click its thumbnail in Task View. 

 

The new desktop will take over your view on the screen, and it will act just like your first desktop. You can 
open apps and position their windows any way you want. Apps you open will appear on the taskbar in the 
virtual desktop as well. 

When you switch to another virtual desktop, that arrangement will be preserved, and you can switch back 
to it later by clicking Task View again and selecting the virtual desktop’s thumbnail. 
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Also, you can drag apps between virtual desktops in Task View by clicking and dragging the thumbnail of 
an app window onto the virtual desktop thumbnail at the bottom of the screen. And even cooler, you can 
set a different desktop background for each virtual desktop, which will make them easier to quickly 
distinguish as thumbnails. 

HOW TO REMOVE A VIRTUAL DESKTOP IN WINDOWS 11  

To remove a virtual desktop in Windows 11, first open Task View by clicking its icon in your taskbar (or by 
pressing Windows+Tab on your keyboard). Hover your cursor over the thumbnail of the virtual desktop 
you’d like to close until you see an “X” in the corner, then click or tap the “X.” 

 

Alternately, you can open Task View (Windows+Tab), use your arrow keys to select a virtual desktop 
thumbnail, then press Delete on your keyboard to remove the selected virtual desktop. 

Repeat these steps with any other virtual desktops you’d like to close. App windows that are open in the 
closed virtual desktop will move to the virtual desktop to the left of it (one number lower) in the list. 
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